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New Journey, New Spirit The Charhar Institute has set up
strategic cooperative relationship with all channels of CGTN
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In the afternoon of January 14th, 2018, The Charhar Institute - CGTN Interna-tional
Communication Forum and the signing ceremony of The Charhar Institute - CGTN All
Chan-nels Strategic Cooperation Agreement was held in Beijing Yindi Gallery.
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Recent Trends

TA12H, P EEFRERER20ITREERTETIT, ARER LB IURIRE R, T4
AR [ Ry €K A2 BRI A A BRI R R A3 I B A i X 3 A
JeEBR R A L WA M B L L, 20184 b AN S g R . Ah A R RIR
K BEBILKIZE LI ML RS . PEERRERAZLESBSK. IIRERERFILE
ef o 201 TAE AR o BN R R B PRERRRAZEISRK. BRRESS
77 B H R AR 2 7 DU BT AR B BUAR B i E B R 5

On January 12th, the 2017 Annual Convention of the China National Association for International
Studies was held in Beijing. Based on the topic of “to implement the spirit of the 19th NCCPC and to

set up a new dimension of the major country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics in the new era”,
this convention focused on the major problems such as, the major country diplomacy with Chinese
characteristics in the new era, the international and regional situation and training personnels majoring in
international relations and providing ideas and plans for China’s diplomatic development in 2018. Zhang
Yesui, the vice minister and the party secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC attended
the convention and gave a keynote speech. Qin Yaqing, standing vice president of the China National
Association for International Studies, headmaster of China Foreign Affairs University gave the working
report of 2017. Dr. Han Fangming, vice chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the CPPCC Nation-
al Committee and the founding chairman of The Charhar Institute attended the conven-tion and gave a

keynote speech on the topic of “New Era, New Ideas and New Actions”.
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In the afternoon of January 15th, the 2018 New Year

Reception of China Public Diplomacy Association and
Yangzhou Delicacy Convention was co-held by China
Pub-lic Diplomacy Association, Yangzhou municipal
government and China Song Qingling Foundation. Zhang
Guobin, the secretary-general of the Charhar Institute,
Lv Fengding, a member of the Foreign Policies Advisory
Group of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, People’s
Republic of China and former vice minister of Central
Foreign Aff airs Off ice, co-chairman of the International
Advisory Committee of the Charhar Institute, and
Zhang Jivhuan, a member of the International Advisory
Committee of the Charhar Insti-tute attended the

reception.
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In the afternoon of January 16th, the 60th Charhar

Roundtable, a symposium on the topic of the new era’s
China-America-Japan relationship and the book launch
of Kato Yoshikazu’s new book, My Journey on America,
was held in Beijing. The roundtable was hosted by Wang
Chong, a senior fellow of the Charhar Institute. Zhou
Hucheng, the executive deputy secretary-general of the
Charhar Institute, the secretary-general of International
Communication Committee of the Institute gave a
speech representing the Charhar Institute. Chen Zhuo,
the directer of the Historical Editing Depart-ment of the
Eastern Publishing Co. Ltd, representing the publishing

house of the book, also gave a speech.
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On January 21st, the Southeast and South Asia
chapter of the 2018 New Year reception of the Western
Returned Scholars Association (WRSA) with the theme
of “Embracing the new era, opening a new journey and
realizing the Chinese Dream” was held in Beijing. Dr.
Han Fangming, vice chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Committee of the CPPCC National Committee and the
founding chairman of the Charhar Institute, who was
also the vice chairman of WRSA and the chairman of its
Southeast and South Asia chapter attended the reception

and gave a speech.
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On January 31st, the 2018 new year reception of the
Chinese Council on the cooperation of the BRICS think
tanks with the topic of “providing Chinese wisdom and
opening up a bright future of the cooperation of the
BRICS” held by the CCCPC International Department,
was held in the University of International Business and
Economics. Zhao Kejin, He Wenping and Wang Yiwei,
senior fellows of the Charhar Institute were invited to the

reception and gave speeches.
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Using cooperation to build confidence

That some Western countries’ conflicts with China are
increasing is a worrying trend, but all sides should be cau-
tious enough to not fall into the Cold War trap. After the
end of the Cold War, the West became more open toward
China and its economy, and China adhered to socialism
with Chinese characteristics to make unprecedented eco-
nomic achievements. Now, China is shifting from quantity
growth to quality growth.

China has also made big contributions to global gov-
ernance, which have further increased in the past years
thanks to the Belt and Road Initiative. The initiative is not
only fueling economic growth in all the involved coun-
tries but also improving local people’s well-being. But the
West may not appreciate such public products provided by
China.

The world is paying greater attention to China be-
cause its increasing cooperation with other countries is
yielding more and more mutual benefits. So Beijing should
use its economic advantage to take steps that would help
other countries to better understand China.

Also, China should be careful about how it presents
itself to the outside world. For example, it should let the
world know its development model is not a nationalistic
concept aimed at just boosting its economy, the model
suits its national conditions but it has also been learning
from the good experiences and good practices of other
countries. More important, as an important member of the
international society, China will remain committed to de-

veloping with other countries through cooperation.

Author: Wang Yiwei, director of Belt & Road Re-
search Center and senior fellow at the Charhar Institute,
and Jean Monnet chair professor at and director of the In-
stitute of International Affairs, Renmin University of Chi-
na

Source: China Daily, January 13, 2018

China opens new chapter in Africa relations

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi paid an official
visit to Rwanda, Angola, Gabon, and Sao Tome and Prin-
cipe at the beginning of 2018, his 13th official visit to the
continent since he took office. It has been 28 years that
Chinese foreign ministers list Africa as their first destina-
tion in the new year. The 28-year tradition shows how im-
portant China’s ties with Africa are, making it put forward
new goals for Sino-African relations every year.

The states in central, western and southern Africa that
Wang visited this year include landlocked, coastal and is-
land countries that speak English, French and Portuguese.
This suggests that China develops relations with African
countries on an equal basis irrespective of their economic
conditions.

Wang’s Africa visit followed the Belt and Road Fo-
rum for International Cooperation in May and the 19th Na-
tional Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC)
in October, and came prior to the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC) Beijing Summit. His visit, there-
fore, focused on the Belt and Road development, the 19th
CPC National Congress and the FOCAC.

The 19th CPC National Congress has been of great
significance to both China and the world. The Belt and
Road initiative is an embodiment of China’s wisdom, in
which Africa, with abundant resources and huge potential,
is a key participant. Just as Wang said, “Africa cannot be
absent from the building of the Belt and Road initiative, as
well as from the common development of China and the
rest of the world.” In fact, Africa is not only a participator,
but also a dominant player in the initiative.

The FOCAC came into being 13 years before the Belt
and Road initiative, but the two share a lot in common.
For instance, the FOCAC’s five cooperative concepts of
common, intensive, green, safe and open development
correspond to the B&R’s vision of innovative, coordinat-

ed, green, open and inclusive development.
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The B&R-advocated policy coordination, connec-
tivity, unimpeded trade, financial integration and peo-
ple-to-people bonds have already been implemented in
the continent. The Belt and Road development can draw
experiences from the FOCAC.

With the advancement of the Belt and Road initia-
tive, FOCAC has steadily pushed forward Sino-African
cooperation by aiding regional connectivity and enhanc-
ing capacity collaborations. The B&R’s infrastructural
investments have driven Africa’s industrial development,
alleviated poverty, built railways, highway and aviation
networks in the region, and promoted Africa’s economic
integration.

At the summit in Johannesburg, South Africa, in
2015, Xi Jinping, Chinese president, pledged $60 billion
of funding support for 10 major plans to boost cooperation
with the continent. This includes a China-Africa produc-
tion capacity cooperation fund with an initial capital of
$10 billion, $5 billion capital for the China-Africa Devel-
opment Fund and the Special Loan for the Development of
African small-and-medium enterprises. China and Africa
have signed about 250 deals worth $50 billion since the
Johannesburg Summit.

Sino-African industrial capacity cooperation has
made significant achievements. The railway connecting
Addis Ababa and Djibouti opened in 2016, and the Mom-
basa-Nairobi railway was put into service in 2017, contrib-
uting to construction of industrial parks along the route.
This shows African countries are eager to strengthen co-
operation with China.

In response to Africa’s strong demand for cooper-
ation, China will hold the FOCAC this year in Beijing,
which will be the first multilateral activity since the 19th
CPC National Congress. This highlights China’s determi-
nation to develop Sino-African ties to new heights in the

new era.

Author: He Wenping, senior research fellow with the
Charhar Institute and researcher at the Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences’ Institute of West Asian and African
Studies.

With Netanyahu’s visit, India pivots to Israel

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s six-day
visit to India that began on Sunday is the first prime min-
isterial visit by a leader of the country since Ariel Sha-
ron’s trip in 2003. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
broke protocol to welcome him at the airport. Modi’s visit
to Israel in July last year made him the first Indian prime
minister to visit Israel since the official establishment of
ties. The exchange of visits within half year marks a boost
in bilateral ties.

India attained freedom from Britain in 1947, a year
before the creation of the state of Israel. Bilateral ties pro-
gressed tardily because of India’s stance in the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict. Due to its diplomatic principles and a
large Muslim population, India took a clear stance against
Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territory and support-
ed the creation of a state of Palestine. Therefore, the two
countries did not officially establish diplomatic relations
until the peace process between Israel and Palestine made
remarkable progress in 1992.

India-Israel relations improved rapidly after ties
were established. First, Israel became the main supplier
of weapons to India, with military equipment export av-
eraging $1 billion per year. Second, two-way trade has
seen an increase from $200 million to $4.16 billion during
the past 25 years. Besides, bilateral cooperation has been
established in traditional areas like technological innova-
tions, agriculture and water resource management, etc. In
Israel’s efforts to facilitate the signing of a civil nuclear
agreement between the US and India, the US India Polit-
ical Action Committee received strong support and assis-
tance from the American Israel Public Affairs Committee.

For Israel, strengthening ties with India is not only
about foreign trade and weapons sale. It also helps con-
tain Pakistan. As an Islamic state, Pakistan firmly supports
Arab countries and Palestine, but opposes Israel. Paki-
stan’s atomic bomb is called “the asset of Islam,” which
is alleged to have posed a threat to the national security
of Israel.

Moreover, India is a major country of significant in-
fluence in the Third World. Therefore, its sympathy and
understanding can help reduce international pressure on
Israel.

Yet India would not support Israel in its dispute with

the Palestinians. Though New Delhi is developing prag-



i}

v

==

)

0.0

matic relations with Tel Aviv, it sticks to its stance on Is-
racli-Palestinian relations - in support of peace between
the two countries, as well as Palestinians’ attempt to make
East Jerusalem the capital of a state they seek to establish.

Despite India sticking to its principled stand on the
Israeli-Palestinian issue, bilateral relations between Isra-
el and India have been continuously improving in recent
years since Modi took office.

First, Modi considers Israel as the main supplier of
weapons and an important economic partner. He hopes
that apart from arms trade, the two countries can also co-
operate in technology transfer and joint development and
production of weapons, which can not only enhance In-
dia’s capability to produce advanced weapons, but also
help promote economic growth under the “Make in India”
slogan. That’s why India canceled an order of $500 million
Spike anti-tank guided missile order from Rafael, an Is-
raeli state-owned weapons and defense equipment maker.

Second, after frequent terrorist attacks in India, Modi
pays great attention to international anti-terror coopera-

tion, in which Israel is quite experienced.
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Improved relations with Israel have aroused suspi-
cion in India that Modi is getting too close to Israel. Tradi-
tionally, India has shown a preference for Arab countries
over Israel, while Modi is now working to strike a balance.

As a Hindu nationalist, Modi is emotionally closer to
Israel, yet he must also take into account the significance
of India’s relations with Gulf countries as well as Iran.

While working to strengthen cooperation with Israel,
the Modi government also attaches importance to relations
with Arab countries, and will stick to its stance in the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict. Perhaps India can play a major role

in the Middle East peace process.

Author: Long Xingchun, senior research fellow at
the Charhar Institute and director of the Center for Indian
Studies at China West Normal University.

Source: Global Times, January 23, 2018
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mVoice of Charhar

Insights of

experts

Steady China-US relations are vital to ease tensions
on the Korean Peninsula. In order to maintain effective
coordination between Beijing and Washington over the
North Korean issue, the Trump administration should cau-
tiously deal with disputes over economy and trade, Tai-
wan, as well as the South China Sea.

The international community is expecting further
talks between all parties. North Korea needs to recognize
that the international community is determined to realize
the goal of denuclearization, and the US should stop tak-
ing moves to inflame regional tensions. All parties should
come together to promote the peace process on the Korean
Peninsula.”

Author: Zhang Jingwei, senior fellow with The
Charhar Institute.

Source: Global Times, “Washington trying to play
spoiler as inter-Korean talks resume”

Although India has attached more importance to eco-
nomic reforms and development since Narendra Modi
came into office, it is still far behind China. India should
abandon the stereotype mind-set against China and give
up its intention of allying with the US, Japan and Australia
to contain China. Cooperation with China and establishing
mutual strategic trust is a prerequisite to India’s develop-
ment.

Author: Cheng Xizhong, senior fellow at the Char-
har Institute and a member of Chinese Association For
South Asian Studies.

Source: The Charhar Institute

From Mnangagwa’s recent visits to African Union
countries and to his attending the Davos forum, it not only
signals that Zimbabwe wants to gain recognition from the
world, but also shows the ruling party is ready to partic-
ipate in the upcoming election and hope to attract more
votes, China and Zimbabwe have maintained a long-term
friendship that based on two countries’ complementary
economics and frequent people-to-people exchange,” He
said, adding that she believed no matter which party wins
the election, Zimbabwe will no doubt boost its economy,
which a better China-Zimbabwe relationship will “certain-
ly help”.

Author: He Wenping, senior fellow with The Char-
har Institute. Chief fellow at Institute of West-Asian and
African Studies of CASS

Source: China Daily
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The South-South Cooperation and Gender Equality
Forum is co-hosted by UN Women and the Char-har In-
stitute. It is held in Yenching Academy of Peking Univer-
sity at 14:00-18:00 March. 28th, 2018. This forum aims
to discuss how to reduce poverty and improve the living
conditions of rural women in developing countries via
South-South collaboration and how China’s investments
can benefit local women in those countries.

Basic information:

Organizers: UN Women, The Charhar Institute

Time: March. 28th (Wednesday) 14:00-18:00, 2018

Venue: Yenching Academy of Peking University

Participants:100-120 participants, open registration,
free of charge

Forum background:

South-South cooperation plays a significant role to
strengthen cooperation in developing countries for the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, in-
cluding gender equality. This forum aims to discuss how
to reduce poverty and improve the living conditions of ru-
ral women in developing coun-tries via South-South col-
laboration and how China’s investments can benefit local
women in those countries.

UN Women, the Charhar Institute
March 15th, 2018
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