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The Charhar Institute held China-ROK Future Development Think Tank Forum as

President Moon Jae-in paid visit to China

44
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Editor’s note: On December 12th, 2017, before President Moon Jae-in paid visit to
China, the Charhar Institute held China-ROK Future Development Think Tank Forum
in Beijing. This non-governmental forum was co-hosted by Korea National Diplomatic
Academy (KNDA) and was co-organized by Aju News Corporation. The delega-tions
were both constituted by diplomats, academics and press from both sides. The Chinese
delegation was led by Dr. Han Fangming, vice chairman of the For-eign Affairs Commit-
tee of the CPPCC National Committee and the founding chairman and chief sponsor of
the Charhar Institute. While the ROK delegation was led by Park Enna, Ambassador for
Public Diplomacy of Foreign Ministry.
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The Charhar Institute focusing on the new era of China-France and China-Europe

relations before French president Macron paid visit to China
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Editor’s note: Just before the French president Macron paid visit to China, the
Charhar Institute held 2018 China-France and China-Europe Forum in the Peking hall
of the Western Returned Scholars Association ( WRSA) on January 1st, 2018. This
forum focused on the opportunities and challenges in the China-France and China-Eu-
rope relations. The forum was held by the Charhar Institute and co-hosted by CGTN-
Francais, China Today, Sina’s International sector, chinaminutes.com and Le pont.
Diplomats, scholars, representatives from the press and friends from the commercial
circles from China, France and even Europe had attended this forum in the aim of a
“warm-up” for President Macron’s first visit to China. And this would promote to
healthy and steady development of China-France and China-Europe relations.
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OGlobal Times:
How will Sino-South Korean ties

progress?
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Editor’s Note:

As South Korean President Moon Jae-in embarked on a visit to Beijing on Wednes-
day, people hope the Sino-South Korean bilateral relationship will be restored. On
Monday, the Charhar Institute and the Korea National Diplomatic Academy held a
forum in Beijing to discuss the current and future Sino-South Korean bilateral rela-
tionship. The Global Times has collected the opinions of five experts who spoke at the

forum.

Lii Fengding, member of the International Adviso-
ry Committee of the Charhar Institute, a member
of the Foreign Policy Advisory Group of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, China

Tensions on the Korean Peninsula have simmered for
a long time. Since assuming office, US President Donald
Trump has exchanged bombastic rhetoric with his North
Korean counterpart Kim Jong-un. While Pyongyang is
stepping up its missile tests, Washington and Seoul are in-
tensifying their joint drills, ratcheting up more tensions on
the already-strained situation on the peninsula. The vicious
circle of confrontation seems to be continuing.

How the North Korean nuclear crisis will evolve
should be observed in a calm manner. There are three pos-
sibilities - war, negotiation or that the disputes will drag
on.

It’s highly likely that the disputes will drag on. Pyong-
yang, feeling insecure and being somewhat arrogant, will
not easily abandon its nuclear ambitions. The international
community has long regarded North Korea as politically
unstable, and expects internal strife in the country, which
is unlikely at present. Washington is constantly shifting its
Pyongyang policy, and its sincerity in addressing the North
Korean nuclear issue and associating with Pyongyang is
still to be seen. South Korea’s policy toward the North will
also exert tremendous effects on the peninsula situation.

Sino-South Korean cooperation is increasingly im-
portant and prominent amid the escalation of tensions.
Regional peace and stability conforms to the interests of
both Beijing and Seoul, and plays a vital role in their secu-
rity and development. Countries outside the region won’t
have the same feelings as China and South Korea about a
war on the peninsula, and cannot accurately calculate the

aftereffects of such a war if it breaks out. Therefore, China
and South Korea must stay clear-minded and strengthen
negotiations and collaborations. Joint efforts to prevent
conflicts from escalating are of foremost importance.

To intensify negotiations on the Korean Peninsula
issue, Beijing and Seoul should build mutual trust and
expand cooperation. South Korea should take China’s
suspension-for-suspension proposal into serious consider-
ation. China has expressed its utmost sincerity and made
tremendous efforts to maintain peace and stability on the
peninsula. As a major power, the US should particularly
exercise restraint, given the seriousness of the issue. Any
aggressive behavior isn’t helpful to ease tensions.

In addition, China and South Korea should cherish
and attach great importance to the already-reached con-
sensus on the issue of the Terminal High Altitude Area
Defense (THAAD) system installation. Both sides should
prevent the THAAD disputes from relapsing, which may
exert further negative effects on Beijing-Seoul bilateral
relations and the peninsula situation. The two countries
should also stay vigilant to external influence, safeguard
their core interests, and maintain their initiative and coop-
erative framework in addressing the peninsula issue.

Zhao Kejin, senior fellow at the Charhar Institute,
deputy director of the Center for Sino-US Relations at
Tsinghua University

Northeast Asia may encounter two different futures.
One is a future of conflicts and war, and the other is one of
joint development.

The reason why there may be conflicts and war is be-
cause the current situation in the region is caused by geo-
political divergences. It may lead to wars and conflicts as
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long as certain countries want to control or dominate the
region. The geopolitical reality in the region brings two
limitations to the relationship between China and South
Korea.

The first limitation comes from the US-South Korea
alliance. As long as the alliance is sustained, Sino-South
Korean relations will face restraint. The second is the Ko-
rean Peninsula nuclear issue. When tensions on the penin-
sula are still on a precipice, Sino-South Korean relations
will not develop very much despite bilateral communica-
tions.

So we need to get rid of the geopolitical limitations
and cooperate together. China knows exactly why South
Korea installed THAAD and South Korea knows well why
China opposes it. But they don’t voice this. It led to South
Korea’s underestimation of China’s determination to op-
pose it while China also underestimated South Korea’s in-
tention to install it. Then it caused serious damage to the
rapidly developing bilateral relations at that time.

To develop the bilateral relationship, we need to speak
openly and honestly, especially during Moon’s visit to Bei-
jing. China and South Korea should speak out against war
together. As long as both countries oppose war, it will ben-
efit the peace process and development in Northeast Asia.

On regional cooperation, China and South Korea
should make a first step and enterprises from the two coun-
tries can be at the forefront. We can promote deep coopera-
tion between China’s Huawei and South Korea’s Samsung
Group to guide regional cooperation in Northeast Asia.

Chung Sang-ki, director of the Center for Chinese
Studies, Korea National Diplomatic Academy

First, we need to stop North Korea from making any
further provocations and it is important for China to act
positively in this matter.

When we say problems have emerged over Si-
no-South Korean relations, it actually means we need a
mechanism to manage the differences. To avoid such
problems spreading to other fields, we need to establish
a mechanism to deal with them. We should work together
for the sake of the development of East Asia.

Looking at the trade from January to September this
year, imports and exports all grew and the number is much
bigger than that of last year. It shows that people from the

two countries need communication and they indeed wish
for more communication.

The relationship between China and South Korea may
also encounter problems in the future and the fundamental
issue is how we solve these problems. We should not allow
what happened over the last year to happen again, when
we both pushed pressure onto each other.

The two countries can learn from each other. We al-
ways stressed we wished to increase communication, but
did we achieve that? Many South Koreans know Chinese
history well but did not know about the developments of
China in the past 30 years. Chinese also have similar prob-
lems in that they don’t know much about modern South
Korean history, so they didn’t understand the THAAD sit-
uation very well. The reason why we always talk about the
same topic and meet the same problems is that we do not
know enough about each other.

Lee Nam-ju, a professor of Chinese studies at
Sungkonghoe University

The current strains in the Sino-South Korean rela-
tionship do not originate from disputes between the two
countries, but are a result of divergent ideas and policies
by third parties, including the US and North Korea on the
Korean Peninsula issue. The North Korean nuclear crisis
is a historical problem, and it’s not easy to settle it in the
short term.

But it’s worth noting that China and South Korea
have the pursuit of economic interests in common, which
is a boon to their relationship.

Therefore, the two countries in the future should
properly handle their divergences and prevent these from
affecting their collaborations.

In the long term, peace on the Korean Peninsula is
a prerequisite to healthy Sino-South Korean ties. Histo-
ry suggests that the more unstable the situation becomes,
the more unpredictable Beijing-Seoul relations will be,
on which both China and South Korea have reached con-
sensus. The two countries hold identical positions on the
maintenance of peace and don’t want to see an outbreak of
war in the region, yet their approaches to peace are differ-
ent. Regrettably, there were only a few discussions in this
regard between Beijing and Seoul in the past.

Li Chunfu, research fellow at the Charhar Insti-
tute, an associate professor at the Faculty of the Zhou
Enlai School of Government, Nankai University

North Korea declared last month that with the suc-
cessful test of the Hwasong-15 intercontinental ballistic
missile the country had “finally realized the great historic
cause of completing the state nuclear force.” On the one
hand, it may be more difficult for Pyongyang to take fur-
ther provocative actions in the future, and the country’s
missile tests are unlikely to be carried out as frequently as
before. But on the other, if no breakthrough is seen on the
crisis, North Korea may use technological development as
an excuse to continue its provocative tests. Pyongyang’s
declaration of being a full nuclear state is mainly targeted



at Washington, kicking the ball back to Trump.

Kim’s 2018 New Year speech deserves particular at-
tention. After having “completed the state nuclear force,”
North Korea may take the initiative to launch a “peace
offensive.” Pyongyang is still being sanctioned, but the
country has started to explore the likelihood of commu-
nications after the Hwasong-15 launch. North Korea is
reported to have told a senior UN envoy about its hope
of preventing a nuclear war. The International Olympic
Committee, the UN and the international community are
actively creating favorable conditions for North Korea
to participate in the PyeongChang 2018 Olympic Winter
Games. Seizing the opportunity to talk is of vital impor-
tance.

(1 Ay e v 31 N < 1E REURL % 14 g A 75 0 BA )

Despite sanctions, North Korea’s economy is seeing
an upward trend after Kim delegated powers to farmers
and workers in the country’s agricultural and industrial-
ization reforms. The quota system that allows farmers to
keep between 30 to 60 percent of their crops means the
economy has largely recovered. From this perspective,
Kim has won himself more popularity among the North
Korean public.

Long-term sanctions may lead to the following con-
sequences. The escalation of the crisis may raise the pos-
sibility of war, which neither China nor South Korea is
willing to see.

North Korea itself doesn’t know the tipping point
where it cannot withstand the sanctions. All parties con-
cerned should be clear-minded regarding the effects of the
sanctions.

Source: Global Times, 2017/12/13
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|V0ice of Charhar
Kato talks about Japan, China and U.S.
Interview with Kato Yoshikazu
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Charhar Newsletter: You said you have had a longing
for the U.S. since you were 15 years old, but why did
you choose to receive your college education in China?

Kato: When I was 18, I didn’t have the condition and the
capability to go to West. My family couldn’t afford, so

I postponed my timetable to go to the U.S. At that time,
China just successfully applied for the Beijing Olympic
Games, so when I moved to Beijing, China was really
energetic, with lots of opportunities to make a difference
to me. I did not regret. I think that was a right choice for
my life. In 2012, I finally went to the U.S. based on my
experiences in China. . My time at Peking University was
a wonderful experience for me, I could feel how drastic
the Chinese reform and openness policy has been during
my study in Beijing.

Charhar Newsletter: What'’s the difference between so-
cial sciences in Chinese universities and social sciences
in American universities?

Kato: My classmates at Peking University were insightful
and they understood international political theories pretty
well. Their English was pretty good, too. Many of my
professors were either Western-trained Ph.Ds or profes-
sionals who had visited the West. Over the years I could
have felt that Chinese scholars in international relations
are developing their own theories with Chinese character-
istics. The future still remains uncertain, but I appreciaete
their endeavors.

Charhar Newsletter: South Korea and the U.S. are
allies, I see many Korean students in America. Although
Japan and the U.S. are allies, I don’t see many Japa-
nese students in America. Why is that?

Many young Japanese seems to think Japan is the best.
Japanese students like the comforts that Japan provides.
There is a lack of motivation for them to study in Amer-
ica. Also, many Japanese students are shy and inward.
Japan since the World War II has developed rapidly and is
a prosperous country, I think that also explains why there
are not many Japanese students in America.

Charhar Newsletter: Based on your observation, what
personal qualities of Professor Ezra F. Vogel and
Professor Francis Fukuyama make them successful
academics?

I think Professor Vogel is diligent, consistent, and honest
to his own curiosity. He often comes to Japan and China,
and makes speeches in both Japanese and Chinese. It is

a very rare case among the Western scholars . Very few
Western scholars can do that. Professor Fukuyama, in

my understanding, is ambitious in academics. He has his
own academic interests and seeks to study the origin of
political order. Commonplaces between Professor Vogel
and Professor Fukuyama are honesty toward academic
curiosity and consistency.Both of two are humble. Profes-
sor Fukuyama looks like “an average working-class man”
in Japan, but his achievements have been much more than
most of the Japanese salary-man. The gap reflecting on
professor Fukuyama looks reallly attractive to me. When
I inter- viewed him at Stanford, I asked how he gener-
ally gets ideas and he said by often traveling around the
world. Typically, he travels to more than 20 countries in a
year. I think I should do the same.

Charter Newsletter: What do you think of U.S. cutting
its fund for humanities and STEM?

I do not undersand much about STEM, but in terms

of education system and environmet. I heard a lot of
complaints when I was at Harvard. Students complained
that they need to borrow money to study. Education is
really a huge investment for a lots of family in the U.S..
To receive a good education needs to pay a lot of money.
The governmnet should surely understand how the edu-
cation matters for the American citizens. We still have to
wait and see. I am very focusing on what does “Making
America Great Again” mean under the Trump administra-
tion, but the bigger problem would be what does MAGA
depend on. I hope we could see an organic combination
among policy orientations, market drivens and energy
of young talents in the days to come.I think this could
possibly realize MAGA.
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mVoice of Charhar

Insights of

experts

Zhang Jingwei: A Zero Sum Fight-The U.S.’ refusal to
grant China market economy status will cause loss for
both sides

“Most importantly, the U.S. has offended almost all
of'its trade partners under the principle of “America First.”
China is among the few nations that have managed to work
with the U.S. and to gain some momentum in bilateral
trade. China has long advocated solving China-U.S. trade
dis-putes in a more reasonable and pragmatic way, setting
a good example for global trade.

The U.S.’ refusal to give China MES does no good in
terms of resolving bilateral trade disagree-ments.

The U.S. has offended almost all of its trade partners
under the principle of “America First.” Chi-na is the only
nation that has managed to work with the U.S. and to gain
some momentum in bi-lateral trade.”

The author is a senior fellow at the Charhar Institute
and a visiting fellow at the Chongyang Insti-tute for Finan-
cial Studies of Renmin University of China

Source: Beijing Review, December 14, 2017

Wang Peng: Moon Jae-in’s visit to China: a journey of
expectations and hope

“In conclusion, as the first South Korean president
visiting Chongqing, Moon has won the com-mon nation-
alistic sentiments of both Chinese and South Korean peo-
ple about their shared memory of the War, successfully
returned to the revolutionary shrines for South Koreans to
en-hance the orthodoxy and legitimacy of Seoul Regime,
and also demonstrated his strong willing to promote Si-
no-ROK economy cooperation in the future. Therefore, it
is safe to say that his visit is a “hitting three birds with one
stone” success. ”’

Wang Peng is a research fellow at the Charhar Insti-
tute and China Institute of Fudan University, Shanghai.

Source: CGTN, Nov 15,2017

Ge Hongliang: Rohingya crisis needs practical solu-
tion, not emotional push

“To address the Rohingya crisis, the primary task is to
restore security and ensure peace and stability in Rakhine.
In the medium term, there should be a feasible solution to
the settlement of Rohingya refugees. In the long term, ef-
forts are needed to resolve the root cause of the Roh-ingya
crisis and of ethnic disputes in Rakhine. Therefore, China
put forward a three-phase solu-tion.

In the first phase, an on-site cease-fire should be
called and social stability should be resumed so that the
people can live in peace without being homeless. Since the
conflicts and insecurity in Rakhine are the direct cause of
Rohingya emigration, the first phase is of vital importance.

In the second phase, all parties and the international
community should encourage Myanmar and Bangladesh
to keep in touch and strengthen communication so as to
find out feasible approach-es to this issue. The two parties
have reached consensus on the repatriation and review of
refu-gees. In this sense, the Chinese solution is pushing
forward the resolution of the crisis.

In the third phase, priority should be given to the root
cause of this issue, which is the most diffi-cult part. Pover-
ty and competition for resources in Rakhine comprise the
root cause of turbu-lence and conflicts. Hence a fundamen-
tal solution to the Rohingya crisis requires efforts to pro-
mote poverty alleviation and development in Rakhine.”

The author is a research fellow with The Charhar In-
stitute and the College of ASEAN Studies at Guangxi Uni-
versity for Nationalities.

Source:Global Times, December 25 2017
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The “going out” strategy of China, the largest devel-
oping country in the world, has promoted the development
of export-oriented economy, promoted China’s economic
participation in globalization, and raised China’s open-
ing-up to a new level. In recent years, the field and scope
of “going out” have been expanding. The culture “going
out” and technology “going out” have attracted much at-
tention.

“Go out” of China’s manufacturing, Chinese brands,
Chinese culture are constantly improving China’s interna-
tional influence. The Belt and Road Initiative is an import-
ant public product that China provides to the world. More
than four years ago, the idea of “sharing together” has
been increasingly recognized and supported by countries
all over the world, especially by those along the Belt and
Road. More and more countries have begun to participate
in the construction of the Belt and Road. China’s 19th CPC
National Congress report states that actively promoting the
“All along the way” international cooperation, making ev-
ery effort to achieve policy communication, facility nexus,
unimpeded trade, financial intermediation, people-to-peo-
ple ties, creating a new platform for international cooper-
ation, and adding new impetus for common development.
This will create more opportunities for technology, culture,
talent and manufacturing to “go out” and, of course, will
inevitably face more new challenges. The promotion of the
“All the way” initiative requires insight from all walks of
life to contribute wisdom from different perspectives.

The editorial office of the Public Diplomacy Quar-
terly invites you to contribute enthusiastically.Please write
your own title.

Requirements:

1. No more than 4000 words, In particular, you are
welcome to write a clear-cut and short article

2. The origin of the text and data quoted should be
put in parentheses immediately after the quote. Do not use
other annotations such as endnotes

3. Please provide Chinese and English abstracts, au-
thor’s introduction and contact details (mobile phone num-
ber and mailbox)

4. Deadline: February 20, 2018

5. Please send the article to editor@charhar.org.cn
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